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INTRODUCTION 

The Rohingya Refugee and Security Dilemma of 

Minority Groups in Bangladesh is a multifaceted issue that 

necessitates a comprehensive understanding of its historical, 

political, and socio-economic context. This introduction section 

sets the stage for the review paper by providing the necessary 

background and context, outlining the research objectives, and 

delineating the scope and limitations of the study [1]–[4]. 

The Rohingya refugee crisis emerged as a result of long-

standing tensions and persecution faced by the Rohingya 

Muslim minority in Myanmar's Rakhine state. Denied 

citizenship and subjected to various forms of discrimination and 

violence, the Rohingya have faced a protracted struggle for 

their rights. This crisis gained global attention due to the 

massive influx of Rohingya refugees into neighboring 

Bangladesh, beginning in 2017 [5], [6]. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective of this review paper is to 

examine the intricate relationship between the Rohingya 

refugee crisis and its implications for the security predicaments 

faced by existing minority groups in Bangladesh. The research 

aims to achieve the following: 

 Analyze the historical and socio-political context that 

led to the Rohingya crisis. 

 Explore the impact of the refugee crisis on the security 

dynamics within Bangladesh. 

 Assess the vulnerabilities and challenges faced by 

minority communities in the wake of the crisis. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of government policies and 

international responses in addressing the security 

concerns. 

 Propose potential pathways for resolution that 

promote stability, security, and the rights of both 

refugees and minority groups. 
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Abstract: The Rohingya Refugee and Security Dilemma of Minority Groups in Bangladesh presents an in-depth analysis of the intricate 

interplay between the Rohingya refugee crisis and the security challenges faced by minority communities within Bangladesh. This review paper 

delves into the historical, socio-political, and security dimensions of the crisis, examining its impact on border security, socio-economic strains, 

and the potential for radicalization. The vulnerabilities of existing minority groups are explored, including displacement, cultural assimilation 

pressures, and the rise of inter-communal tensions. The paper scrutinizes government responses, policies, and treatment of minorities, alongside 

the involvement of the international community. It highlights the role of humanitarian aid, diplomatic efforts, and the United Nations in shaping 

the crisis narrative. Additionally, the regional security implications are examined, including cross-border concerns, geopolitical dynamics, and the 

potential for non-state actors to exploit vulnerabilities. The pathways to resolution outlined in this paper encompass addressing root causes, 

empowering minority communities, strengthening legal protections, and engaging in diplomatic negotiations. The conclusion underscores the 

importance of comprehensive solutions that prioritize the security, stability, and rights of all stakeholders involved. As the Rohingya crisis 

resonates beyond national borders, a collaborative approach involving governments, international organizations, NGOs, and local communities is 

pivotal for achieving a lasting and just resolution. 
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SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS 

The scope of this study is centered on the Rohingya 

refugee crisis and its effects on the security situation of minority 

populations within Bangladesh. The paper will delve into the 

intricate interplay between the refugee crisis and the pre-

existing minority groups in Bangladesh, including ethnic, 

religious, and linguistic minorities. It will also encompass an 

analysis of government policies, international interventions, 

and potential implications for regional security dynamics. 

However, it's important to acknowledge the limitations of this 

study: 

Temporal Limitation: The study is based on information 

available up until September 2021, which may not encompass 

the most recent developments in the crisis. 

Data Availability: Access to comprehensive and up-to-date 

data from conflict zones and refugee camps might be limited, 

affecting the depth of analysis. 

Despite these limitations, the review aims to provide a balanced 

and informative analysis of the Rohingya refugee crisis and its 

interconnected security challenges for minority groups in 

Bangladesh. 

In the subsequent sections of this paper, we will delve deeper 

into the historical origins of the crisis, its impact on security, 

the predicament of minority communities, government 

responses, international involvement, and potential pathways to 

resolution. Through this comprehensive analysis, we aim to 

contribute to a better understanding of the intricate dynamics 

and potential solutions surrounding this complex issue. 

THE ROHINGYA CRISIS: ORIGINS AND 

ESCALATION 

The origins of the Rohingya crisis can be traced back 

to the colonial period when British Burma was separated from 

British India, leading to the creation of the modern state of 

Myanmar. Despite residing in the region for centuries, the 

Rohingya Muslims were excluded from the Burmese 

Citizenship Law of 1982, rendering them stateless and denying 

them fundamental rights. Over the decades, this exclusion 

escalated into systemic discrimination, violence, and forced 

displacement[7], [8]. 

The crisis reached a critical juncture in 2017 when a series of 

coordinated attacks on Myanmar security forces by a Rohingya 

insurgent group led to a brutal military crackdown. The 

crackdown involved mass killings, rape, and the torching of 

Rohingya villages, resulting in a rapid exodus of over 700,000 

Rohingya refugees into Bangladesh. The scale and severity of 

the violence garnered international attention and 

condemnation[9]. 

2.2 Minority Groups in Bangladesh: Diversity and 

Identity 

Bangladesh itself is a diverse country with a multitude 

of ethnic, linguistic, and religious minority groups. Ethnic 

minorities, such as Chakmas, Marma, and indigenous 

communities, inhabit the Chittagong Hill Tracts region [10]. 

Linguistic minorities, including the Biharis and Urdu-speaking 

communities, have distinctive cultural identities. Religious 

minorities, including Hindus, Christians, and Buddhists, 

contribute to the country's religious tapestry. 

Despite their contributions to the nation, minority groups in 

Bangladesh have often faced challenges related to political 

representation, access to education, and economic 

opportunities. The Rohingya influx further strains the socio-

cultural fabric and resources, potentially exacerbating tensions 

among these diverse communities[11]. 

2.3 Government Policies and Treatment of Minorities 

The Bangladeshi government has historically aimed to 

provide a secular and inclusive environment for its citizens, as 

enshrined in the constitution. However, the government's 

policies and treatment of minorities have varied over time. 

While efforts have been made to protect minority rights, 

incidents of discrimination, violence, and land grabbing have 

occurred [12], [13]. 

In the context of the Rohingya crisis, Bangladesh initially 

provided refuge to the fleeing Rohingya refugees. However, the 

sheer scale of the influx strained resources, leading to the 

establishment of refugee camps where conditions were 

challenging. The government's approach to addressing the crisis 

shifted between managing the refugees and pursuing 

international diplomatic efforts for repatriation [14]. In the case 

of other minority groups, government initiatives have aimed to 

promote cultural preservation and representation. However, 

challenges such as land disputes, forced displacement due to 

development projects, and religious tensions have tested the 

efficacy of these policies. Despite government efforts, the 

overall treatment of minorities remains a subject of debate, 

raising questions about the effectiveness of policies in ensuring 

the security and well-being of these marginalized groups. In the 

subsequent sections, this review paper will delve into the 

security implications of the Rohingya refugee crisis on 

Bangladesh, the predicament faced by minority communities, 
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government responses, and the role of the international 

community in addressing these complex issues[15], [16]. 

3.1 Refugee Influx and Border Security 

The massive influx of Rohingya refugees into 

Bangladesh placed significant pressure on border security and 

management. The sudden arrival of hundreds of thousands of 

refugees strained resources and infrastructure, leading to 

concerns about porous borders, illegal crossings, and the 

potential infiltration of criminal elements. The strain on border 

security resources had implications not only for the immediate 

refugee crisis but also for broader national security 

considerations [17]. 

3.2 Socio-Economic and Environmental Strains 

The presence of a large refugee population strained the 

socio-economic and environmental fabric of the host 

communities. Scarce resources, such as food, water, and 

healthcare, became even scarcer with the influx of refugees. 

This created competition for resources between refugees and 

local communities, potentially fueling resentment and tensions. 

Additionally, the environmental impact of the refugee camps 

and settlements raised concerns about deforestation, waste 

disposal, and ecosystem degradation [18]. 

3.3 Radicalization and Extremist Threats 

The congested and desperate conditions within 

refugee camps could potentially create an environment 

conducive to the spread of radical ideologies and recruitment 

by extremist groups. Disillusionment, lack of opportunities, and 

a sense of hopelessness among the refugees might make them 

vulnerable to radicalization. This could not only pose a threat 

within the camps but also have broader implications for 

regional and global security, as seen in the context of previous 

refugee crises [19]. 

3.4 Role of External Actors in Security Dynamics 

The Rohingya crisis has also drawn the attention of 

external actors, both state and non-state, which has added 

complexity to the security dynamics. Humanitarian 

organizations, international NGOs, and foreign governments 

have played a role in providing aid, influencing policies, and 

potentially shaping the trajectory of the crisis. The involvement 

of these actors, while often well-intentioned, can sometimes 

contribute to political and security tensions. Neighboring 

countries, particularly Myanmar, have a stake in the crisis due 

to cross-border implications. The situation has led to diplomatic 

strains and potential security concerns between Bangladesh and 

Myanmar. Moreover, the involvement of extremist groups from 

the region and beyond could escalate tensions and security 

risks, highlighting the interconnectedness of the crisis with 

broader regional security dynamics. In the subsequent sections 

of this review paper, we will explore the specific security 

predicaments faced by minority groups in Bangladesh, 

analyzing government responses and policies, the role of the 

international community, and potential pathways to resolution 

that promote stability and security for all stakeholders involved 

[20]. 

4.1 Vulnerabilities of Existing Minority Communities 

The security predicament of existing minority 

communities in Bangladesh is complex and multifaceted. These 

communities, already marginalized, face heightened 

vulnerabilities due to the Rohingya crisis. Limited access to 

resources, political representation, and economic opportunities 

make them more susceptible to the socio-economic impacts of 

the crisis. Additionally, their limited voice in policy decisions 

might exacerbate their vulnerability to security threats [21]. 

4.2 Displacement, Land Grabbing, and Livelihood 

Challenges 

The influx of Rohingya refugees has led to the 

displacement of local communities from their ancestral lands, 

particularly in areas where refugee settlements have been 

established. This displacement can result in land grabbing and 

competition for resources, causing tension and hostility 

between Rohingya refugees and host communities. Disrupted 

livelihoods and economic opportunities can further fuel 

grievances and contribute to social instability[22]. 

4.3 Cultural Identity Erosion and Assimilation 

Pressures 

The presence of a massive refugee population can lead 

to cultural identity erosion and assimilation pressures on 

existing minority groups. The influx of refugees might 

overshadow the unique cultural practices and traditions of local 

minority communities. Additionally, the interaction between 

different communities might lead to cultural exchange but 

could also result in the dilution of distinct identities [23]. 

4.4 Rise of Inter-Communal Tensions 

The Rohingya crisis has the potential to exacerbate 

inter-communal tensions among different minority and 

majority groups in Bangladesh. Competition for resources, 

access to services, and representation in decision-making can 

lead to resentment and hostility. The presence of refugee camps 

and settlements might create focal points for social tensions and 
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conflicts, further straining the security environment. The 

security predicament of minority groups is not isolated but is 

deeply intertwined with the larger dynamics of the Rohingya 

refugee crisis. The vulnerability of existing minority 

communities and the potential for inter-communal tensions call 

for nuanced policy approaches that address both immediate 

concerns and long-term stability. In the subsequent sections of 

this review paper, we will delve into the responses and policies 

of the Bangladeshi government in managing the Rohingya 

crisis, the role of the international community in alleviating 

security concerns, and potential pathways to resolution that 

prioritize the security and well-being of all minority groups 

involved [24]. 

5.1 Refugee Management and Camp Conditions 

The Bangladeshi government's initial response to the 

Rohingya crisis focused on providing immediate humanitarian 

assistance, including shelter, food, and healthcare. Refugee 

camps were established to accommodate the influx. However, 

the conditions within these camps posed significant challenges, 

with overcrowding, inadequate sanitation, and limited access to 

basic services. The government's efforts to manage the camps 

and provide for the refugees were strained by the sheer scale of 

the crisis, leading to concerns about the long-term sustainability 

of such arrangements[25]. 

5.2 Integration versus Repatriation Strategies 

The government faced a dilemma between pursuing 

integration or repatriation strategies for the Rohingya refugees. 

Integration could provide refugees with greater stability and 

opportunities, but it might also trigger socio-economic tensions 

with local communities. Repatriation to Myanmar, on the other 

hand, raised concerns about the safety and rights of the refugees 

upon their return. Balancing these options while ensuring the 

security and rights of both refugees and host communities has 

been a significant challenge for the government[26]. 

5.3 Legal Framework and Rights of Minorities 

Bangladesh has made efforts to protect the rights of 

minority communities through legal frameworks and policies 

that promote inclusivity and non-discrimination. The 

constitution guarantees freedom of religion and equality before 

the law. However, challenges remain in translating these legal 

provisions into tangible improvements in the lives of minorities. 

Ensuring the security and rights of minority groups requires not 

only legal protection but also effective implementation and 

enforcement[27]. 

5.4 International Cooperation and Aid 

The Rohingya crisis elicited international attention 

and responses. International organizations, NGOs, and foreign 

governments provided aid to address the humanitarian needs of 

the refugees and support the host communities. However, 

coordination and long-term sustainable solutions have been 

challenging. Additionally, the international community's role in 

advocating for the rights of minorities in Bangladesh is crucial, 

but it must also be sensitive to the complexities of the domestic 

context. 

The government's responses and policies, as well as 

international cooperation, play a pivotal role in shaping the 

security environment for both the Rohingya refugees and 

existing minority groups in Bangladesh. The next sections of 

this review paper will explore the involvement of the 

international community in addressing the crisis, implications 

for regional security, and potential pathways to resolution that 

prioritize stability, security, and the rights of all 

stakeholders[28]. 

6.1 Humanitarian Aid and Diplomatic Efforts 

The international community's response to the 

Rohingya crisis has included both humanitarian aid and 

diplomatic efforts. Humanitarian organizations and NGOs have 

provided crucial assistance, including food, clean water, 

healthcare, and shelter. This aid has alleviated immediate 

suffering but also highlighted the need for sustainable solutions. 

Diplomatically, many countries have condemned the violence 

against the Rohingya and advocated for their rights. 

International pressure has been instrumental in pushing for 

accountability and justice for the atrocities committed [29]. 

6.2 Role of United Nations and International 

Organizations 

The United Nations (UN) and various international 

organizations have played a significant role in addressing the 

Rohingya crisis. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) have been actively involved in providing assistance and 

coordinating efforts. The UN's focus on the Responsibility to 

Protect (R2P) principle underscores the importance of 

preventing mass atrocities and ensuring the protection of 

vulnerable populations[30]. 

6.3 Bilateral Relations and Regional Initiatives 

Bilateral relations between Bangladesh and Myanmar 

have been strained due to the crisis. The international 

community has encouraged diplomatic negotiations between 
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the two countries to find a sustainable solution, which includes 

the safe repatriation of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar with 

guaranteed security and rights. Regional initiatives involving 

neighboring countries, such as India and China, have also 

influenced the dynamics of the crisis due to their economic and 

political interests[31]. 

REGIONAL IMPLICATIONS AND SECURITY 

DYNAMICS 

The Rohingya crisis has implications for regional 

security dynamics. Neighboring countries, particularly 

Myanmar, have a vested interest in the resolution of the crisis 

due to cross-border implications. The crisis has the potential to 

escalate tensions, create refugee flows, and affect regional 

stability. Moreover, the involvement of extremist groups from 

the region and beyond could exploit the situation, leading to 

further insecurity[32]. 

POTENTIAL PATHWAYS TO RESOLUTION 

The international community's involvement is crucial 

for finding a viable resolution to the crisis. This involves 

addressing the root causes of the conflict, ensuring the safe 

repatriation of Rohingya refugees with their rights protected, 

and promoting stability and security for all stakeholders. 

Bilateral negotiations, diplomatic efforts, and regional 

initiatives must be aligned to achieve a comprehensive solution 

that addresses the security and human rights concerns of all 

affected parties[33]. 

In the concluding sections of this review paper, we will recap 

the key findings, discuss future prospects and challenges, and 

emphasize the importance of comprehensive solutions that 

prioritize the security, stability, and rights of minority 

communities and refugees in Bangladesh. 

7.1 Cross-Border Security Concerns 

The Rohingya crisis has significant cross-border 

security implications. The influx of refugees into neighboring 

countries, particularly Bangladesh, has strained resources, 

heightened tensions, and increased the potential for social 

unrest. Moreover, there are concerns about the potential 

spillover of violence and instability across borders, affecting the 

security of the entire region. Smuggling, human trafficking, and 

illicit trade can thrive in such environments, contributing to 

transnational security challenges[34]. 

7.2 Geopolitical Impact on Neighboring Countries 

The Rohingya crisis has geopolitical ramifications that 

extend beyond Bangladesh and Myanmar. Neighboring 

countries such as India, China, and Thailand have interests in 

the region due to economic, political, and strategic 

considerations. The crisis can influence diplomatic relations, 

regional cooperation, and even shape the global image of these 

countries. The stance these countries take and their involvement 

in finding a resolution can impact regional stability and security 

dynamics[35]. 

7.3 Role of Non-State Actors in Exploiting 

Vulnerabilities 

Non-state actors, including extremist and terrorist 

groups, often exploit vulnerabilities created by humanitarian 

crises. The congested refugee camps, socio-economic 

hardships, and the presence of marginalized communities can 

provide a breeding ground for recruitment and radicalization. 

These groups may seek to exploit the grievances of minority 

groups or refugees for their own agendas, further complicating 

the security environment[36]. 

STRATEGIES FOR REGIONAL SECURITY 

AND STABILITY 

Addressing the regional security implications of the 

Rohingya crisis requires a comprehensive approach. This 

includes collaboration among neighboring countries to address 

the root causes of the crisis, support repatriation efforts, and 

prevent the spread of violence. Regional cooperation 

mechanisms should be bolstered to promote dialogue, 

information-sharing, and joint efforts to counter transnational 

security challenges arising from the crisis[37]. 

CONCLUSION 

The Rohingya crisis is not confined to national 

borders; its impact extends to regional security and stability. 

Cross-border concerns, geopolitical implications, and the 

potential for non-state actors to exploit vulnerabilities 

underscore the need for a coordinated and multi-faceted 

approach to address the crisis. In the final sections of this review 

paper, we will recap the key findings, explore future prospects 

and challenges, and emphasize the imperative of 

comprehensive solutions for the security and well-being of all 

stakeholders involved[38]. 

8.1 Addressing Root Causes of the Rohingya Crisis 

Addressing the root causes of the Rohingya crisis is 

crucial for long-term resolution. This involves engaging with 

the Myanmar government to end discrimination and violence 

against the Rohingya population, granting them citizenship and 

rights, and creating an environment conducive to their safe 
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return. International pressure, diplomatic negotiations, and 

leveraging regional mechanisms can play a role in promoting 

sustainable change within Myanmar. 

8.2 Empowering Minority Communities 

Empowering existing minority communities in 

Bangladesh is vital for fostering stability and security. This 

includes providing access to quality education, healthcare, and 

economic opportunities. Efforts should be made to promote 

political representation and cultural preservation, allowing 

these communities to thrive without fear of discrimination or 

violence. Empowered minority communities can contribute 

positively to national cohesion and stability. 

8.3 Strengthening Legal Protections and Human 

Rights 

Strengthening legal protections and human rights for 

both refugees and minority communities is fundamental to 

resolving the crisis. The Bangladeshi government should 

enforce existing laws that protect minority rights and enhance 

mechanisms to address grievances. International organizations 

and NGOs can provide technical assistance to improve the legal 

framework and ensure that minority groups are not 

marginalized. 

8.4 Diplomatic Negotiations and Conflict Resolution 

Diplomatic negotiations and conflict resolution efforts 

must be pursued to find a sustainable solution to the Rohingya 

crisis. This includes facilitating safe and voluntary repatriation 

of refugees under conditions that guarantee their security, 

rights, and dignity. Bilateral and multilateral dialogues 

involving Bangladesh, Myanmar, and the international 

community can create a conducive environment for 

negotiations and repatriation agreements. 

COMPREHENSIVE AND COLLABORATIVE 

APPROACH 

The pathways to resolution highlighted above are 

interconnected and require a comprehensive and collaborative 

approach. The involvement of the international community, 

including the United Nations and regional organizations, is 

essential to ensure the rights and security of all parties involved. 

Dialogue, negotiation, and the active engagement of all 

stakeholders are crucial to achieving a lasting resolution to the 

complex Rohingya crisis and its implications for minority 

groups in Bangladesh. 

CONCLUSION 

In the concluding sections of this review paper, we will 

recap the key findings, discuss future prospects and challenges, 

and emphasize the importance of adopting a comprehensive and 

inclusive approach that prioritizes the security, stability, and 

rights of all minority communities and refugees in Bangladesh. 

9.1 Recap of Key Findings 

In this review paper, we have explored the intricate 

relationship between the Rohingya refugee crisis and the 

security predicament of minority groups in Bangladesh. Key 

findings include: 

The historical origins and escalation of the Rohingya crisis due 

to discrimination and violence in Myanmar. 

The vulnerabilities faced by existing minority communities in 

Bangladesh due to competition for resources and cultural 

assimilation. 

The impact of the refugee influx on border security, socio-

economic strains, and the potential for radicalization. 

The role of the Bangladeshi government in managing the crisis, 

along with international efforts in aid provision and diplomatic 

negotiations. 

The regional security implications of the crisis, including cross-

border concerns, geopolitical dynamics, and the involvement of 

non-state actors. 

9.2 Future Prospects and Challenges 

Looking ahead, several prospects and challenges 

emerge: 

Repatriation and Reintegration: Achieving safe and voluntary 

repatriation of Rohingya refugees while ensuring their security 

and rights remains a challenge due to the complex relationship 

between Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

Socio-Economic Integration: Balancing the integration of 

refugees with the needs and rights of existing minority 

communities poses challenges that require thoughtful policy 

approaches. 

Preventing Extremism: Preventing radicalization and extremist 

threats within refugee camps demands sustained efforts in 

education, mental health support, and community engagement. 

Regional Cooperation: Enhancing regional cooperation to 

address the broader security implications of the crisis requires 
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diplomatic efforts and collaboration among neighboring 

countries. 

9.3 Importance of Comprehensive Solutions 

The Rohingya crisis and its implications for minority 

groups underscore the importance of comprehensive solutions. 

Quick fixes or short-term measures may not address the 

underlying issues that fuel conflicts and security challenges. 

Comprehensive solutions should encompass: 

Addressing Root Causes: Tackling the historical, political, and 

socio-economic factors that perpetuate discrimination and 

violence against the Rohingya is essential for preventing future 

crises. 

Inclusivity and Empowerment: Empowering minority 

communities through education, economic opportunities, and 

political representation is crucial for fostering stability and 

social cohesion. 

Human Rights and International Cooperation: Upholding 

human rights, strengthening legal protections, and engaging the 

international community in diplomatic efforts are key to 

achieving lasting resolution. 

Dialogue and Collaboration: Promoting dialogue, negotiation, 

and collaboration among all stakeholders—governments, 

international organizations, NGOs, and affected 

communities—can pave the way for sustainable peace and 

security. 

In conclusion, the Rohingya refugee crisis and its impact on 

minority groups in Bangladesh are complex and interconnected 

issues that require careful consideration, comprehensive 

strategies, and collaborative efforts to ensure the security, 

stability, and well-being of all affected parties. By addressing 

root causes, empowering communities, and upholding human 

rights, the international community can contribute to creating a 

more just and secure future for both refugees and minorities in 

the region.
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