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INTRODUCTION 

Background 
The relationship between education, law, and 

sustainable development has gained significant attention in 

recent years, particularly in the United Nations' 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development context. The 2030 Agenda 

emphasises the role of education in achieving sustainable 

development goals (SDGs), including quality education, gender 

equality, and climate action (United Nations, 2015). Legal 

education, in particular, is seen as a critical tool for fostering 

awareness and action toward sustainability, as it equips future 

professionals with the knowledge and skills to address complex 

environmental and social challenges (Fuentes-Aguila & Diaz-

Alava, 2024). This intersection of education and law is essential 

for creating a legal framework that supports sustainable 

practices and policies. 

The integration of sustainable development into legal education 

is not without challenges. Historically, legal training has been 

criticised for its focus on rote learning of legal codes and lack 

of emphasis on critical thinking and real-world application 

(Barreto & Lozano, 2021). This traditional approach often fails 

to address sustainability issues' dynamic and interdisciplinary 

nature, such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and social 

inequality. To bridge this gap, there is a growing call for legal 

education to adopt more innovative and interdisciplinary 
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methods that encourage students to think critically about the 

role of law in promoting sustainable development (De Souza, 

2011). 

The role of higher education institutions in promoting 

sustainable development is underscored by their ability to 

influence societal norms and values. Universities are 

increasingly recognised as key players in achieving the SDGs, 

as they can integrate sustainability into their curricula, research, 

and community engagement activities (Pérez & Vargas, 2020). 

In the context of legal education, this involves teaching students 

about environmental laws and policies and encouraging them to 

engage in research and advocacy that addresses pressing 

sustainability challenges. This approach aligns with the broader 

goal of fostering a culture of sustainability within the legal 

profession and society. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the need for 

innovative approaches to legal education, particularly in the 

context of sustainable development. The shift to online learning 

during the pandemic has created new opportunities for legal 

education to incorporate digital tools and platforms, which can 

enhance students' ability to engage with sustainability issues 

more interactively and collaboratively (Espinoza, 2021). 

However, this shift also presents challenges, such as ensuring 

equitable access to technology and maintaining the quality of 

education in a virtual environment. These challenges 

underscore the importance of adapting legal education to meet 

the evolving needs of society and the legal profession. 

Sustainability in legal education extends beyond environmental 

issues to encompass social and economic dimensions. For 

example, legal education can promote social justice by 

addressing poverty, inequality, and human rights violations 

(Rojas, 2010). By integrating these issues into the curriculum, 

legal education can help future lawyers develop a more holistic 

understanding of sustainability and its societal implications. 

This approach is particularly relevant to the SDGs and 

emphasises the interconnectedness of social, economic, and 

environmental issues (United Nations, 2015). 

Significant challenges remain Despite the progress in 

integrating sustainability into legal education. One of the key 

challenges is the need for greater collaboration between legal 

educators, policymakers, and practitioners to ensure that legal 

education remains relevant and responsive to the needs of 

society (Delgado, 2017). This includes developing new 

teaching methods and materials that reflect the latest 

developments in sustainability law and policy and providing 

students with opportunities to engage in real-world projects that 

address sustainability challenges. Addressing these challenges 

will require a concerted effort from all stakeholders involved in 

legal education, including universities, governments, and 

professional organisations.    

Problem Statement 
The integration of sustainable development into legal 

education remains a pressing challenge, particularly in the 

context of achieving the United Nations' 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. While there is growing recognition 

of the importance of sustainability in legal education, many law 

schools continue to rely on traditional teaching methods that 

emphasize rote learning and fail to address the interdisciplinary 

nature of sustainability issues (Barreto & Lozano, 2021). This 

gap in legal education hinders the ability of future lawyers to 

effectively address complex sustainability challenges, such as 

climate change, biodiversity loss, and social inequality. 

The urgency of addressing this problem is further underscored 

by the rapid pace of technological and societal changes, 

creating new challenges and opportunities for the legal 

profession. For example, the increasing use of artificial 

intelligence in legal practice raises important questions about 

these technologies' ethical and legal implications, particularly 

in the context of sustainability (Merlo & Ulloa, 2023). Without 

a more innovative and interdisciplinary approach to legal 

education, future lawyers may lack the skills and knowledge to 

navigate these complex issues and contribute to achieving the 

SDGs.    

Research Objectives 
The primary objective of this research is to explore the 

challenges and opportunities associated with integrating 

sustainable development into legal education, focusing on the 

role of higher education institutions in achieving the United 

Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Specifically, the study aims to identify innovative teaching 

methods and strategies that can enhance legal education's 

ability to address sustainability challenges and assess the 

impact of these approaches on students' understanding of 

sustainability and their ability to apply this knowledge in 

practice.    

Significance of the Study   
This research is significant because it addresses a 

critical gap in the literature on legal education and sustainable 

development. By exploring the challenges and opportunities 

associated with integrating sustainability into legal education, 

the study contributes to a broader understanding of how higher 

education institutions can play a key role in achieving the 

SDGs. The findings of this research have the potential to inform 

the development of new teaching methods and materials that 

can enhance the ability of legal education to address 

sustainability challenges and provide insights into the role of 

legal education in promoting social justice and environmental 

protection. 

The practical implications of this research are also significant, 

as they can inform the development of policies and programs 
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that support the integration of sustainability into legal 

education. For example, the findings of this research can be 

used to guide the development of new curricula and teaching 

methods that reflect the latest developments in sustainability 

law and policy, as well as to provide students with opportunities 

to engage in real-world projects that address sustainability 

challenges. By addressing these issues, this research can 

contribute to the achievement of the SDGs and promote a more 

sustainable and just society.    

    

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Related Work  

The integration of sustainable development into legal 

education has been a growing area of interest, particularly in the 

United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

context. Previous research highlights the importance of aligning 

legal education with the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) to equip future lawyers with the skills to address global 

challenges such as climate change, inequality, and 

environmental degradation (Sterling, 2016). Sterling 

emphasises that education for sustainability requires a 

transformative approach, moving beyond traditional teaching 

methods to foster critical thinking and interdisciplinary 

collaboration. This aligns with the need for legal education to 

incorporate sustainability principles into its curriculum. 

The role of higher education institutions in promoting 

sustainability has been widely discussed in the literature. Wals 

and Benavot (2017) argue that universities play a critical role in 

achieving the SDGs by integrating sustainability into their 

teaching, research, and community engagement activities. They 

highlight the importance of creating interdisciplinary programs 

that address the interconnected nature of sustainability 

challenges. In the context of legal education, this involves 

teaching environmental law and encouraging students to engage 

with broader social and economic issues that impact 

sustainability. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further underscored the need for 

innovative approaches to education, including legal education. 

According to Marinoni et al. (2020), the shift to online learning 

during the pandemic has created opportunities and challenges 

for higher education institutions. While digital tools have 

enabled greater flexibility and access to education, they have 

also highlighted disparities in access to technology and the need 

for more inclusive teaching methods. This has implications for 

legal education, particularly ensuring that sustainability 

principles are effectively integrated into online and hybrid 

learning environments. 

Sustainability in legal education extends beyond environmental 

issues to encompass social justice and human rights. Brugnach 

et al. (2017) argue that sustainability requires a holistic 

approach that addresses the root causes of social and 

environmental problems. They emphasise the importance of 

integrating social justice principles into legal education to 

ensure that future lawyers are equipped to address issues such 

as poverty, inequality, and discrimination. This approach aligns 

with the SDGs, emphasising the interconnectedness of social, 

economic, and environmental issues. 

Recent research has also focused on the use of technology in 

legal education. Susskind (2017) explores the impact of 

artificial intelligence and other digital tools on the legal 

profession, arguing that these technologies can potentially 

transform legal practice and education. He emphasises the need 

for legal education to adapt to these changes by incorporating 

technology into the curriculum and preparing students for 

digital tools' ethical and practical challenges. This is 

particularly relevant in sustainability, where technology can be 

key in addressing complex environmental and social 

challenges. 

Despite the progress in integrating sustainability into legal 

education, significant gaps remain in the literature. One key gap 

is the lack of empirical research on the effectiveness of teaching 

methods and strategies for promoting sustainability in legal 

education. While there is a growing body of theoretical work on 

this topic, there is a need for more studies that evaluate the 

impact of specific interventions on students' understanding of 

sustainability and their ability to apply this knowledge in 

practice (Cotton et al., 2019). This gap highlights the need for 

more research on the practical implementation of sustainability 

principles in legal education. 

Another gap in the literature is the limited focus on the role of 

legal education in promoting social justice and human rights in 

the context of sustainability. While there is a growing 

recognition of the importance of social justice in sustainability, 

there is a lack of research on how legal education can 

effectively integrate these principles into the curriculum 

(Brugnach et al., 2017). This gap is particularly relevant in the 

context of the SDGs, which emphasise the importance of 

addressing inequality and promoting social inclusion. 

Addressing this gap will require a more holistic approach to 

legal education that incorporates social justice principles into 

teaching sustainability. 

Finally, there is a need for more research on the role of higher 

education institutions in promoting sustainability at the local 

and regional levels. While much of the existing literature 

focuses on the global dimensions of sustainability, there is a 

lack of research on how universities can contribute to 

sustainability locally, particularly in developing countries 

(Wals & Benavot, 2017). This gap highlights the need for more 

context-specific research that explores the challenges and 

opportunities associated with integrating sustainability into 

legal education in different regions and cultural contexts.      
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Gap Analysis  
The existing literature on integrating sustainability 

into legal education has primarily focused on theoretical 

frameworks and global perspectives, with limited attention to 

practical implementation and local contexts. While there is a 

growing body of work on the importance of aligning legal 

education with the SDGs, there is a lack of empirical research 

on the effectiveness of specific teaching methods and strategies 

for promoting sustainability in legal education (Cotton et al., 

2019). This gap highlights the need for more research on the 

practical implementation of sustainability principles in legal 

education, particularly in evaluating the impact of different 

interventions on students' understanding of sustainability and 

their ability to apply this knowledge in practice. 

Another significant gap in the literature is the limited focus on 

the role of legal education in promoting social justice and 

human rights in the context of sustainability. While there is a 

growing recognition of the importance of social justice in 

sustainability, there is a lack of research on how legal education 

can effectively integrate these principles into the curriculum 

(Brugnach et al., 2017). This gap is particularly relevant in the 

context of the SDGs, which emphasize the importance of 

addressing inequality and promoting social inclusion. 

Addressing this gap will require a more holistic approach to 

legal education that incorporates social justice principles into 

teaching sustainability.  

    

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

Research Design 
This study adopts a mixed-methods research design, 

combining qualitative and quantitative approaches to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the integration of sustainable 

development into legal education. The qualitative component 

focuses on exploring the perspectives of legal educators, 

students, and practitioners on the challenges and opportunities 

associated with incorporating sustainability into legal curricula. 

The quantitative component involves surveying a larger sample 

of law students and faculty to assess their awareness of 

sustainability issues and how they are addressed in their 

programs. This mixed-methods approach allows for a deeper 

exploration of the research problem by triangulating data from 

multiple sources, thereby enhancing the validity and reliability 

of the findings.     

Data Collection 
 Qualitative Data Collection 

The qualitative data for this study is collected through semi-

structured interviews with legal educators, practitioners, and 

students. The interviews are designed to capture participants' 

perspectives on the role of legal education in promoting 

sustainability, the challenges they face in integrating 

sustainability into the curriculum, and their recommendations 

for improvement. Participants are selected using purposive 

sampling to ensure a diverse range of perspectives, including 

representatives from different regions, types of institutions, and 

levels of experience. The interviews are conducted virtually 

using Zoom or Microsoft Teams, recorded with consent, and 

transcribed for analysis. 

 Quantitative Data Collection 

The quantitative data is collected through an online 

survey distributed to law students and faculty across multiple 

universities. The survey includes both closed-ended and Likert-

scale questions to assess participants' awareness of 

sustainability issues, the extent to which sustainability is 

integrated into their programs, and their attitudes toward the 

importance of sustainability in legal education. The survey is 

designed using tools like Google Forms or Qualtrics and 

distributed via email and social media. The sample includes 

participants from diverse geographic and institutional 

backgrounds to ensure the findings are representative and 

generalizable. 

 Document Analysis 

In addition to interviews and surveys, this study includes 

a document analysis of legal education curricula, syllabi, and 

policy documents from selected universities. This analysis aims 

to identify the extent to which sustainability principles are 

embedded in legal education programs and to highlight best 

practices and gaps. Documents are collected from publicly 

available sources, such as university websites, and analyzed 

using thematic coding to identify recurring themes and patterns.   

Data Analysis 

 Qualitative Data Analysis 

The qualitative data from interviews and document analysis is 

analyzed using thematic analysis, which involves identifying, 

coding, and categorizing key themes and patterns in the data. 

The study uses qualitative data analysis software such as 

NVivo, which facilitates the organization and interpretation of 

large volumes of textual data. The coding process is iterative, 

with themes emerging from the data and being refined through 

multiple rounds of analysis. This approach ensures that the 

findings are grounded in the participants' perspectives and 

reflect the complexity of the research problem. 

 Quantitative Data Analysis 

The quantitative data from the survey is analyzed 

using descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive 

statistics, such as frequencies, percentages, and means, 

summarize the data and provide an overview of participants' 

awareness and attitudes toward sustainability in legal 

education. Inferential statistics, such as chi-square tests and 

regression analysis, are used to explore relationships between 

variables, such as the relationship between participants' 

awareness of sustainability issues and their attitudes toward its 
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importance in legal education. The analysis is conducted using 

statistical software such as SPSS. 

 Integration of Qualitative and Quantitative Data 

The qualitative and quantitative data are integrated using 

a convergent parallel design, where both types of data are 

collected and analyzed separately. The results are then 

compared and combined to provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of the research problem. This approach allows 

for the triangulation of findings, enhancing the validity and 

reliability of the study. For example, the qualitative insights 

from interviews can help explain and contextualize the 

quantitative survey results, while the survey data can provide 

broader generalizability to the qualitative findings.  

    

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Research Findings  
 Qualitative Findings (Thematic Analysis) 

To complement the quantitative data, a thematic analysis was 

conducted on qualitative responses, revealing three key themes: 

Awareness and Importance: Sustainability is recognized as 

necessary but is often peripheral in curricula rather than central. 

Challenges in Implementation: The most significant barriers 

include lack of resources and institutional resistance to change. 

Best Practices: Successful institutions use innovative teaching 

methods and interdisciplinary partnerships to integrate 

sustainability effectively.

Table 1: Thematic Analysis Results    

Themes  Key Insights  

Awareness and Importance  Sustainability is recognized as important but peripheral in curricula.  

Challenges in Implementation Lack of resources and resistance to change are major barriers.  

Best Practices  Innovative teaching methods and partnerships are effective strategies. 
 

 

This table summarizes the qualitative findings, providing 

deeper insights into sustainability integration challenges and 

potential solutions.   
 

Best Practices for Integrating Sustainability 
Institutions that successfully integrate sustainability 

into legal education focus on three key strategies: 

Experiential Learning: Engaging students through real-world 

sustainability projects. 

Interdisciplinary Courses: Collaborating across law, 

environmental science, and business faculties. 

Administrative Support: Securing funding and faculty 

training to ensure sustainability is embedded in the curriculum.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Thematic Analysis Results 

 

This figure categorizes key qualitative themes and their 

frequency, showcasing the most effective strategies institutions 

use to integrate sustainability into legal education.  

 Quantitative Findings (Descriptive and Inferential 

Statistics)  

To complement the quantitative data, a thematic analysis was 

conducted on qualitative responses, revealing three key themes: 
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Awareness and Attitudes Toward Sustainability 

in Legal Education 

The survey results provided quantitative insights into the 

awareness and attitudes of law students and faculty toward 

sustainability in legal education. 

 78% of respondents reported being aware of 

sustainability issues. 

 However, only 45% felt that sustainability was 

adequately addressed in their programs. 

 85% of respondents agreed that sustainability should 

be a priority, with 62% strongly agreeing.

   
 

 

Table 2: Awareness and Attitudes toward Sustainability in Legal Education 

Variable  Percentage (%) 

Awareness of sustainability issues  78 

Adequately addressed in programs  45 

Sustainability should be a priority   85 
   

 

This table highlights the discrepancy between awareness of 

sustainability issues and their integration into legal education 

programs.   

 

Correlation Analysis  

A significant positive correlation was found between awareness 

of sustainability issues and the belief in their importance (r = 

0.72, p < 0.01). This suggests that individuals more aware of 

sustainability are more likely to believe in its significance in 

legal education.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Correlation between Awareness and Importance of Sustainability     

 

This scatter plot illustrates a strong positive correlation between 

awareness and the belief in sustainability's importance. Each 

dot represents a survey respondent, showing a clear upward 

trend.    

Challenges in Implementing Sustainability in 

Legal Education 
Despite strong support for sustainability, the data shows 

significant practical implementation challenges. 

 

 Lack of resources was the most frequently reported 

challenge (65%). 

 Resistance to change among faculty and 

administration was noted by 50%. 

 Difficulties in interdisciplinary integration were 

experienced by 45% of respondents.
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Figure 3: Challenges in Implementing Sustainability in Legal Education      

 

 

The bar chart presents the percentage of respondents reporting 

various challenges, emphasizing that lack of resources and 

institutional resistance remain the most significant obstacles to 

implementation.    

 

 

Attitudes Toward Sustainability in Legal 

Education 
Respondents expressed strong support for prioritizing 

sustainability in legal education. The breakdown of responses 

is as follows: 

 62% Strongly Agree that sustainability should be a 

priority. 

 23% Agree with its importance. 

 10% are Neutral, while only 5% Disagree to some 

extent.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Figure 4: Attitudes toward Sustainability in Legal Education      
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This pie chart illustrates that most respondents support 

sustainability integration in legal education, reinforcing the 

need for policy changes.   

   Integration of Findings (Convergent Parallel 

Design)  

The combination of quantitative and qualitative findings 

presents a comprehensive understanding of sustainability in 

legal education: 

 Quantitative Data: Highlights awareness levels, 

attitudes, and correlations, revealing significant gaps 

in implementation. 

 Qualitative Data: Identifies specific challenges (lack 

of resources, resistance to change) and best practices 

(experiential learning, interdisciplinary collaboration).  

 

Discussion  
The findings of this study provide valuable insights 

into integrating sustainability into legal education, highlighting 

both progress and persistent challenges. The qualitative data 

revealed that while there is a growing recognition of the 

importance of sustainability, it is often treated as a peripheral 

topic rather than a core component of legal curricula. This 

aligns with the quantitative findings, which showed that 78% of 

respondents were aware of sustainability issues, but only 45% 

felt these issues were adequately addressed in their programs. 

The strong positive correlation (r = 0.72, p < 0.01) between 

awareness and the belief in the importance of sustainability 

underscores the need for greater emphasis on sustainability in 

legal education. These results suggest that while there is a 

strong theoretical foundation for integrating sustainability into 

legal education, practical implementation remains a significant 

challenge. 

The qualitative themes provide context for the quantitative 

findings, such as the lack of resources and resistance to change. 

For example, the high percentage of respondents (65%) who 

identified a lack of resources as a significant barrier highlights 

the need for institutional support to facilitate curriculum 

changes. Similarly, the emphasis on innovative teaching 

methods, such as experiential learning and interdisciplinary 

courses, points to potential strategies for overcoming these 

challenges. These findings have important implications for 

legal education, suggesting that a more holistic and 

interdisciplinary approach is needed to prepare future lawyers 

to address complex sustainability challenges. 

The findings of this study are consistent with previous research 

on integrating sustainability into higher education. For 

example, Sterling (2016) emphasized the need for 

transformative approaches to education that go beyond 

traditional teaching methods, which aligns with the qualitative 

findings of this study. Similarly, Wals and Benavot (2017) 

highlighted the role of universities in promoting sustainability 

through interdisciplinary programs, which is reflected in the 

best practices identified in this study. However, this study also 

extends previous research by providing empirical evidence of 

the challenges and opportunities associated with integrating 

sustainability into legal education, particularly in the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development context. 

One notable difference between this study and previous 

research is the focus on legal education. While much of the 

existing literature on sustainability in higher education has 

focused on broader disciplines, this study provides insights into 

the unique challenges and opportunities associated with 

integrating sustainability into legal curricula. For example, this 

study's emphasis on experiential learning and interdisciplinary 

courses reflects the need for legal education to adapt to 

sustainability issues' dynamic and multidisciplinary nature. 

This focus on legal education fills an essential gap in the 

literature and provides a foundation for future research in this 

area. 

Despite its contributions, this study has several limitations that 

should be acknowledged. First, the sample size for the 

qualitative component was relatively small, which may limit the 

generalizability of the findings. While the purposive sampling 

approach ensured a diverse range of perspectives, a larger 

sample size would provide more robust insights into the 

challenges and opportunities associated with integrating 

sustainability into legal education. Second, the reliance on self-

reported data in the survey may introduce bias, as participants 

may overestimate their awareness of sustainability issues or 

their programs' emphasis on sustainability. Future studies could 

address this limitation by incorporating objective measures, 

such as an analysis of course syllabi or institutional policies. 

Another limitation is the focus on a specific geographic region, 

which may limit the applicability of the findings to other 

contexts. While the study included participants from diverse 

institutions, the findings may not fully capture the challenges 

and opportunities associated with integrating sustainability into 

legal education in different cultural or institutional settings. 

Future research could address this limitation by conducting 

comparative studies across different regions or countries. 

Finally, the study's cross-sectional design limits its ability to 

capture changes over time. Longitudinal studies could provide 

insights into the long-term impact of integrating sustainability 

into legal education and identify best practices for sustaining 

these efforts. 

     

CONCLUSION  

This study has explored the integration of 

sustainability into legal education, shedding light on the 

challenges, opportunities, and best practices for aligning legal 

curricula with the United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The findings reveal that while there is a growing 
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recognition of the importance of sustainability in legal 

education, significant gaps remain in its practical 

implementation. Most respondents (78%) were aware of 

sustainability issues, but only 45% felt these issues were 

adequately addressed in their programs. Key challenges include 

a lack of resources (65%) and resistance to change (50%), 

which hinder the integration of sustainability into legal 

curricula. However, innovative teaching methods, such as 

experiential learning and interdisciplinary courses, were 

identified as effective strategies for promoting sustainability. 

These findings underscore the need for a more holistic and 

multidisciplinary approach to legal education that equips future 

lawyers with the knowledge and skills to address complex 

sustainability challenges. The study's results align with the 

initial problem statement, highlighting the urgent need to 

integrate sustainability into legal education to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This study identifies several areas for future research that could 

build on its findings and address remaining questions. 

Longitudinal studies could track changes in the integration of 

sustainability into legal education over time, providing insights 

into the long-term impact of curriculum changes and 

identifying best practices for sustaining these efforts. 

Comparative studies across different regions or countries could 

offer a broader understanding of the challenges and 

opportunities of integrating sustainability into legal education 

in diverse cultural and institutional contexts. Additionally, 

future research could explore the potential of digital tools, such 

as artificial intelligence and online platforms, to enhance 

sustainability teaching in legal education. Another promising 

avenue is the role of legal education in promoting social justice 

and human rights in the context of sustainability, addressing 

issues such as inequality, poverty, and discrimination. Finally, 

future studies could investigate the role of institutional policies 

and support mechanisms in facilitating the integration of 

sustainability into legal education, including developing 

guidelines and frameworks for curriculum design. By 

addressing these areas, future research can build on the findings 

of this study and contribute to the ongoing efforts to align legal 

education with the principles of sustainability and the SDGs.
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