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Abstract

Review Article

development.

Nigeria's youth population is increasingly associated with various forms of crime, posing a significant challenge to the country's
development and security. This study explores the role of education in combating and reducing crime rates among youths in Nigeria.
The relationship between education and crime is examined, and the benefits of educating youths for crime reduction are discussed.
The study reveals that education can play a critical role in preventing crime by providing young people with skills, knowledge, and
opportunities for personal and economic development. By investing in education, Nigeria can empower its youth population to
contribute positively to society, reduce crime rates, and promote sustainable development. The study recommends prioritizing
education as a crime prevention strategy, increasing funding for education, and providing quality education that equips young people
with skills and knowledge. A call to action is made to stakeholders, including policymakers, educators, and youths themselves, to
work together to develop effective strategies for crime prevention and promote education as a critical component of sustainable
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INTRODUCTION

Nigeria's youth population is a significant
demographic, with over 60% of its population under
the age of 30 (National Population Commission,
2017). Unfortunately, this youthful population is also
increasingly associated with various forms of crime,
including armed robbery, kidnapping, and
cybercrime (Adebayo, 2013; Irobi, 2019). The rising
crime rates among youths in Nigeria have been
attributed to  various  factors, including
unemployment, poverty, and lack of education and
skills (Ajaegbu, 2012; Kostadis, 2017). According to
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC, 2019), Nigeria has one of the highest
crime rates in Africa, with a significant proportion of
these crimes being committed by youths.

Educating the youth population is a crucial strategy
in combating and reducing crime rates in Nigeria.
Research has shown that education can play a
significant role in preventing crime by providing
young people with skills, knowledge, and
opportunities  for  personal and economic
development (World Bank, 2018). According to
Ayua (2018), Ayua and Gamat (2018) and the
African Development Bank (2018), education can
also help to promote values such as respect for the
law, tolerance, and social cohesion, which are
essential for building a safe and secure society. By
investing in education, Nigeria can empower its
youth population with the skills and knowledge
needed to contribute positively to society, reduce
crime rates, and promote sustainable development.
Therefore, this study aims to explore the role of
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education in combating and reducing crime rates
among youths in Nigeria.

THE STATE OF CRIME IN NIGERIA

Nigeria is currently grappling with a high rate
of crime, which has become a major challenge to the
country's development and security. The state of
crime in Nigeria is alarming, with various forms of
crime such as armed robbery, kidnapping, terrorism,
and cybercrime on the rise (Adebayo, 2013; Irobi,
2019). According to the UNODC (2019), Nigeria has
one of the highest crime rates in Africa, with a
significant proportion of these crimes being
committed by youths.

The statistics and trends of crime in Nigeria are
disturbing. According to a survey, 93% of
respondents linked robbery to youth crime, while
89% associated kidnapping with youth crime, and
94% of respondents identified thuggery as a crime
commonly perpetrated by youths (Oluwaleye, 2021),
particularly during election periods. The impact of
these crimes on individuals, communities, and the
nation is significant. Many lives have been lost,
properties destroyed, and businesses affected as a
result of these crimes (Onwuka et al., 2015). The fear
of crime has also created a sense of insecurity among
citizens, which has negatively impacted on the
country's economic development (Ajaegbu, 2012).

The impact of crime on individuals and communities
is also significant. Victims of crime often suffer
physical and emotional trauma, while communities
are often left to deal with the aftermath of crime
(Uzochukwu, 2019). The economic impact of crime
is also significant, with businesses and investments
being affected by the high rate of crime.
Furthermore, the cost of crime prevention and
control is also high, which could be better spent on
developmental projects (Adebayo, 2013).

The nation also suffers significantly from the impact
of crime. The high rate of crime has painted Nigeria
as an unsafe country, which has scared away
investors and negatively impacted on the economy
(Onwuka et al., 2015). The country's image has also
been tarnished, which has affected its international
reputation (Ajaegbu, 2012). Therefore, it is essential

to address the issue of crime in Nigeria, and one way
to do this is by educating the youth population. By
providing young people with education and skills,
they can be empowered to contribute positively to
society and reduce crime rates.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
EDUCATION AND CRIME

The relationship between education and
crime has been extensively studied, and research has
shown that there is a significant link between the two.
Studies have found that individuals with lower levels
of education are more likely to engage in criminal
behaviour. Conversely, education has been shown to
have a positive impact on crime rates, with higher
levels of education associated with lower crime rates
(Hjalmarsson & Lochner, 2018). In Nigeria, research
has also found that education can play a critical role
in reducing crime rates among youths (Adebayo,
2013).

Education can impact youth behaviour and decision-
making in several ways. By providing young people
with skills and knowledge, education can enhance
their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities,
making them less likely to engage in impulsive and
reckless behaviour (UNESCO, 2019). Education can
also foster positive values and attitudes, such as
respect for the law and social cohesion, which are
essential for building a safe and secure society.
Furthermore, education can provide young people
with opportunities for personal and economic
development, reducing the likelihood of them
turning to crime as a means of survival (World Bank,
2018).

Providing skills and knowledge is a critical aspect of
education that can help prevent crime. By equipping
young people with vocational and technical skills,
education can enhance their employability and
reduce the possibility of them engaging in criminal
behaviour (African Development Bank, 2018).
Additionally, education can provide young people
with knowledge about the consequences of crime and
the benefits of law-abiding behaviour, making them
more informed and responsible decision-makers
(Hjalmarsson & Lochner, 2018).
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Enhancing critical thinking and problem-solving is
another way in which education can prevent crime.
Ayua et al. (2022) and the UNESCO (2019) stated
that by teaching young people how to think critically
and solve problems effectively, education can help
them navigate challenging situations and make
positive choices. This can reduce the chance of them
engaging in impulsive and reckless behaviour,
including crime.

Fostering positive values and attitudes is also an
essential aspect of education that can help prevent
crime. By promoting values such as respect for the
law, tolerance, and social cohesion, education can
help young people develop a sense of responsibility
and civic engagement (Ayua & Gamat, 2018;
Bagudo, 2018; UNESCO, 2019). This can reduce the
likelihood of them engaging in criminal behaviour
and promote a safer and more secure society.

CHALLENGES TO EDUCATING YOUTHS IN
NIGERIA

Nigeria's efforts to educate its youth
population and reduce crime rates are hindered by
several challenges including the following:

1. Poverty and Economic Constraints: Are key
challenges to educating youths in Nigeria. Many
families struggle to afford basic necessities, let
alone education expenses, leading to a
substantial number of out-of-school children and
youths (Adebayo, 2013). This economic
hardship can drive young people to engage in
crime as a means of survival, highlighting the
need for targeted interventions to support
vulnerable populations.

2. Lack of Access to Quality Education: The lack
of access to quality education is another major
challenge facing Nigerian youths. Many schools
in Nigeria are underfunded, understaffed, and
poorly equipped, affecting the quality of
education provided (Eriba, 2016; Ochogwu,
2018). This can lead to a lack of skills and
knowledge among young people, making them
more vulnerable to crime and exploitation.

3. Social and Cultural Barriers: These limit

access to education for Nigerian youths. Cultural
and religious beliefs can restrict girls' and
women's access to education, while social norms
can discourage young people from pursuing
education (UNESCO, 2019). These barriers can
perpetuate cycles of poverty and crime,
highlighting the need for targeted interventions
to promote inclusive education.

. Policy and Governance Issues: Are significant

challenges to educating youths in Nigeria.
Corruption, inefficiency, and lack of
transparency in the education system can limit
access to quality education and undermine its
effectiveness  (Transparency  International,
2020). Additionally, policy instability and lack
of continuity can affect the education sector,
making it difficult to implement effective
reforms and interventions.

. Insecurity: Is a major challenge to educating

youths in Nigeria. The country has been plagued
by wvarious forms of insecurity, including
terrorism, Kkidnapping, and armed robbery,
which can disrupt access to education and create
a sense of fear and uncertainty among young
people (Onwuka et al., 2015). This highlights
the need for safe and secure learning
environments  that  promote  academic
achievement and personal development.

. Corruption: Is a significant challenge to

educating youths in Nigeria. Corruption can
divert resources meant for education, undermine
the quality of education, and limit access to
educational ~ opportunities  (Transparency
International, 2020). This can perpetuate cycles
of poverty and crime, highlighting the need for
transparency and accountability in the education
system.

. Infrastructural Deficit: Is another major

challenge facing Nigerian youths. Poor
infrastructure, including inadequate classrooms,
libraries, and laboratories, can undermine the
quality of education and limit access to
educational opportunities (World Bank, 2018).
This highlights the need for investment in
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education infrastructure to promote academic
achievement and personal development.

8. Political Instability: Is a significant challenge
to educating youths in Nigeria. The country's
political system is often characterized by
instability, corruption, and lack of continuity,
which can affect the education sector and limit
its effectiveness (World Bank, 2018). This
highlights the need for stable and effective
governance that prioritizes education and
promotes sustainable development.

To address these challenges and harness the potential
of education in reducing crime rates, Nigeria must
prioritize education and invest in its youth
population. By providing access to quality education,
Nigeria can equip its young people with the skills and
knowledge needed to contribute positively to society
and reduce crime rates.

STRATEGIES FOR EDUCATING YOUTHS
TO REDUCE CRIME

The key strategies for educating youths to
reduce crime in Nigeria include solution-based
education, creative education, entrepreneurship
education, values education, increasing access to
quality education, mentorship and role modelling,
community-based initiatives, and policy reforms and
government interventions. These are stated as
follows:

1. Solution-Based Education: Is an effective
strategy for crime prevention among youths.
This approach focuses on equipping young
people with practical skills and knowledge to
solve real-world problems, thereby reducing the
prospect of engaging in criminal behaviour
(Hjalmarsson & Lochner, 2018). By providing
solution-based education, Nigerian youths can
develop critical thinking and problem-solving
skills, enabling them to make informed
decisions and contribute positively to society.

2. Creative  Education:  Emphasizes the
development of creative skills, which can
provide young people with alternative outlets for
expression and creativity (UNESCO, 2019). By

incorporating creative education into school
curricula, Nigerian youths can develop their
imagination and creativity, reducing the
likelihood of engaging in destructive behaviour.

. Entrepreneurship Education: Is a vital

strategy for reducing crime among youths. By
equipping young people with entrepreneurial
skills and knowledge, they can develop a sense
of self-reliance and confidence, reducing the
probability of engaging in criminal behaviour
(African Development Bank, 2018).
Entrepreneurship education can also provide
Nigerian youths with opportunities for economic
empowerment, enabling them to contribute
positively to society.

. Values Education: This approach focuses on

instilling positive values and attitudes in young
people, such as respect for the law, tolerance,
and social cohesion resulting in societal renewal
(Ayua, 2018, UNESCO, 2019). By
incorporating values education into school
curricula, Nigerian youths can develop a sense
of responsibility and civic engagement, reducing
the chance of engaging in criminal behaviour.

. Increasing Access to Quality Education: Is a

critical strategy for reducing crime among
youths. By providing Nigerian youths with
access to quality education, they can develop the
skills and knowledge needed to secure decent
employment or start their own businesses,
reducing the probability of engaging in criminal
behaviour (Ayua & Gamat, 2018; World Bank,
2018). Governments and stakeholders must
prioritize education and invest in initiatives that
promote access to quality education.

. Mentorship and Role Modelling: Are effective

strategies for crime prevention among youths.
By providing young people with positive role
models and mentors, they can develop a sense of
purpose and direction, reducing the prospect of
engaging in criminal behaviour (Adebayo,
2013). Mentorship programs can also provide
Nigerian youths with guidance and support,
enabling them to make informed decisions and
contribute positively to society.
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7. Community-Based Initiatives: Entails
engaging with local communities and involving
them in crime prevention efforts, Nigerian
youths can develop a sense of belonging and
responsibility, reducing the likelihood of
engaging in criminal behaviour (Onwuka et al.,
2015). Community-based initiatives can also
provide young people with opportunities for
socialization and skill development, enabling
them to contribute positively to society.

8. Policy Reforms and Government
Interventions: These are essential for reducing
crime among Yyouths. By developing and
implementing effective policies and programs,
governments can provide Nigerian youths with
opportunities for education, employment, and
socialization, reducing the prospect of engaging
in criminal behaviour (World Bank, 2018).
Policy reforms and government interventions
can also address the root causes of crime, such
as poverty and inequality, enabling young
people to contribute positively to society.

These approaches focus on developing practical
skills, creativity, entrepreneurship, positive values,
and social responsibility, while also providing
opportunities for economic empowerment and
socialization. By implementing these strategies,
Nigerian youths can develop the skills and
knowledge needed to contribute positively to society
and reduce the likelihood of engaging in criminal
behaviour.

BENEFITS OF EDUCATING YOUTHS FOR
CRIME REDUCTION

Educating youths in Nigeria has numerous
benefits for crime reduction, including reduced crime
rates, improved employability, increased economic
opportunities, enhanced critical thinking, better
decision-making, increased self-esteem, reduced
poverty, improved social cohesion, reduced
recidivism, and positive societal impact. These are
briefly explained as follows:

1. Reduced Crime Rates: Educating youths is a
crucial strategy for reducing crime rates. Studies
have shown that education can significantly

reduce the chance of young people engaging in
criminal behaviour (Hjalmarsson & Lochner,
2018). By providing Nigerian youths with
access to quality education, they can develop the
skills and knowledge needed to contribute
positively to society, reducing the likelihood of
engaging in crime.

. Improved Employability: Education can

improve the employability of Nigerian youths,
reducing the possibility of them engaging in
crime. Ayua (2019) and the World Bank (2018)
maintained that Education beyond certification
can equip Nigeria youths with entrepreneurial
and employability skills needed for surviving
the harsh economy in the 21% century. Thus,
education can enhance their chances of securing
decent employment or starting their own
businesses. This can reduce the economic
pressures that often drive young people to
engage in crime.

. Increased Economic Opportunities:

Education can provide Nigerian youths with
increased economic opportunities, reducing the
likelihood of them engaging in crime. By
developing their skills and knowledge, young
people can access better-paying jobs or start
their own businesses, improving their economic
prospects (African Development Bank, 2018).
This can reduce poverty and inequality, which
are often underlying causes of crime.

. Enhanced Critical Thinking: Education can

enhance the critical thinking skills of Nigerian
youths, reducing the probability of them
engaging in crime. By developing their critical
thinking skills, young people can make informed
decisions and solve problems effectively,
reducing the chance of impulsive and reckless
behaviour (Ayua, 2022; UNESCO, 2019).

. Better Decision-Making: Education can

improve the decision-making skills of Nigerian
youths, reducing the likelihood of them
engaging in crime. By developing their critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, young
people can make informed decisions and avoid
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engaging in risky behaviour (Hjalmarsson &
Lochner, 2018).

6. Increased Self-Esteem: Education can increase
the self-esteem of Nigerian youths, reducing the
prospect of them engaging in crime. By
developing their skills and knowledge, young
people can build confidence and self-esteem,
reducing the likelihood of engaging in
destructive behaviour (Adebayo, 2013).

7. Reduced Poverty: Education can reduce
poverty among Nigerian youths, which is often
an underlying cause of crime. By providing
young people with access to quality education,
they can develop the skills and knowledge
needed to secure decent employment or start
their own businesses, improving their economic
prospects (Ayua & Gamat, 2018; World Bank,
2018).

8. Improved Social Cohesion: Education can
promote social cohesion among Nigerian
youths, reducing the probability of them
engaging in crime. By developing their social
skills and values, young people can build
positive relationships with others and contribute
to a more harmonious society (Ayua & Gamat,
2018; UNESCO, 2019).

9. Reduced Recidivism: Education can reduce
reoffending or habitual crime rates among
Nigerian youths, which is a critical aspect of
crime reduction. By providing young people
with access to quality education, they can
develop the skills and knowledge needed to
reintegrate into society and avoid engaging in
further crime (Hjalmarsson & Lochner, 2018).

10. Positive Societal Impact: Education can
have a positive societal impact, by reducing
crime rates and promoting sustainable
development. By investing in education,
Nigerian society can benefit from a more
educated and productive population, which can
contribute to economic growth and social
stability (World Bank, 2018).

By providing young people with access to quality
education, they can develop the skills and knowledge

needed to contribute positively to society, secure
decent employment, and avoid engaging in criminal
behaviour, ultimately promoting  sustainable
development and economic growth.

CALL TO ACTION

Based on the discourse, the call to action by
the following is imperative:
1. Stakeholders' Call to Action

a) Prioritize education as a crime prevention
strategy

b) Increase funding for education

c) Provide quality education that equips young
people with skills and knowledge

d) Promote education and provide support to young
people
Youths' Role:
a) Participate in awareness campaigns
b) Engage in community service projects

c) Collaborate with stakeholders to develop
effective strategies

d) Serve as role models and mentors

2. Collaboration and Collective Effort

a) Stakeholders should work together to develop
effective strategies for crime prevention

b) Leverage resources and expertise to share best
practices and develop evidence-based policies
Youths' Contribution:

a) Join student organizations and clubs that
promote education and skill development

b) Participate in community-based initiatives

c) Share experiences and ideas with policymakers
and educators

d) Collaborate with peers to foster social cohesion
and promote understanding

a) Prioritize education to develop a more educated
and productive population
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b) Contribute to economic growth, social stability,
and reduced crime rates

Youths' Role:
a) Prioritize their education and develop skills

b) Engage in civic activities that promote education
and community development

c) Serve as agents of positive change

d) Inspire peers to pursue education and skill and
development

4. Prioritization of Education

a) Stakeholders must prioritize education as a
crime prevention strategy

b) Provide young people with access to quality
education that equips them with skills and
knowledge

Youths' Call to Action:
a) Advocate for increased funding for education
b) Participate in research and policy discussions

c) Promote education as a critical component of
crime prevention

d) Demand accountability from stakeholders

CONCLUSION

From the discourse, it is evident that the
power of education can transform lives,
communities, and nations. This calls for a team-up
and concerted efforts in unlocking the potentials of
Nigeria's youths to pave the way for a safer, more
prosperous future by investing in quality education
that fosters critical and creative thinking,
entrepreneurship, and positive values. These efforts
should be focused on empowering the young people
in becoming the agents of change that would drive
the needed sustainable development. Together, a
brighter future for Nigeria can be built; where crime
rates plummet and prosperity soar to create a better
tomorrow for all Nigerians and foreigners.
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